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Grades 10-12

Grades 10, 11 and 12 Senior High School courses 
are credit weighted and follow Alberta Education 
guidelines. Students make choices based on Alberta 
Education High School Diploma requirements as well 
as requirements for university in consultation with an 
Academic and Career Counsellor and/or the Head 
of Senior School. A Grade 10 academic requirement 
of Webber Academy is the completion of a second 
language course.

When a student receives a high school diploma from 
Webber Academy, we confirm that he or she has 
successfully completed the high school programme 
with us and reached our high standards. For that 
reason, students cannot take courses of alternate 
delivery at or from other institutions unless there are 
special circumstances, which must be approved by the 
President and Head of Senior School.

Students in Grades 10, 11 and 12 take the 
following core subjects:

• English 10-1, 20-1, 30-1
• Mathematics 10C, 20-1, 30-1
• Science 10
• Geography/History 10-1, 20-1, 30-1
• Physical Education/Health 10
• Career and Life Management 20

See the next page for the additional courses offered. Please scan code to read more 
about the Alberta Curriculum 

Programmes of Study
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What is the Applied 
Science Project?

It is a course unique to Webber Academy 
where students design and conduct a year-long 
investigation to address a research question in 
their own area of interest under the mentorship 
of an expert in the field. Student assessment 
includes oral presentations at science fairs and 
other venues, as well as a final research paper 
(4000–5000 words) that can be submitted to a 
peer-reviewed journal. Over the past 8 years, 
students enrolled in this course have received 
major awards and scholarships at the Calgary 
Youth Science Fair, Canada Wide Science Fair, 
the International Science and Engineering Fair, 
and the Sanofi Biogenious Competition. 

In addition, Grades 10, 11 and 12 students will  
be offered the following subjects: 

•	 Biology 20, 30
•	 Chemistry 20, 30
•	 Physics 20, 30
•	 Applied Science Project (Grade 11 only)
•	 Mathematics 31 (Calculus)
•	 Chinese 10, 20, 30
•	 Spanish 10, 20, 30
•	 French 10, 20, 30
•	 Drama 10, 20, 30
•	 Art 10, 20, 30
•	 Music 10, 20, 30
•	 Physical Education/Health 20, 30
•	 Computer Applications 15, 25, 35
•	 Computer Programming 15, 25, 35
•	 Robotics 15, 25, 35
•	 Business and Entrepreneurship Studies 10
•	 Advanced Acting 15, 25, 35
•	 Technical Theatre 15, 25, 35
•	 Creative Writing 15, 25, 35
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AP Exams

Each AP course culminates with an international, 
college-level AP exam administered at school in May. 
Students are strongly encouraged, but not  
required, to write these exams. AP exams are  
graded on the following 5-point scale of  
postsecondary readiness.

5 - Extremely Well Qualified
4 - Well Qualified
3 - Qualified
2 - Possibly Qualified
1 - No Recommendation

*** Advanced Placement exams do not replace Alberta 
Education diploma exams. Additionally, AP courses 
do not necessarily exempt students from first year 
university courses. AP standing is at the discretion 
of the college or university to which a student is 
requesting admittance. It is advisable to check a 
college or university’s AP policy.

AP at Webber Academy

At present, Webber Academy offers the following 
Advanced Placement courses:

•	 AP Biology		        
•	 AP Calculus AB & BC	
•	 AP Chemistry
•	 AP Chinese
•	 AP Computer Science A

•	 AP Computer Science Principles	
•	 AP English Language
•	 AP English Literature	
•	 AP European History	
•	 AP French
•	 AP Government & Politics
•	 AP Microeconomics
•	 AP Macroeconomics
•	 AP Physics 1 & 2
•	 AP Spanish
•	 AP Statistics
•	 AP World History

At  Webber Academy, students complete their AP 
courses in grades 10, 11 and 12. AP-Prep courses 
are offered in lower grades. By the end of Grade 12, 
(approximately) 83% of Webber Academy students will 
have enrolled in at least one AP course.

Please scan code to read more 
about the Advanced Placement 

courses and exams

What is AP?
Since its inception in 1955, Advanced Placement 
has provided motivated high school students with 
the opportunity to take college-level courses in 
a high school setting. AP courses are taught by 
dedicated and enthusiastic high school teachers 
who follow course guidelines developed and 
published by the College Board. 

All AP teachers and their courses are certified 
by the College Board. Each year, an increasing 
number of parents, students, teachers, high 
schools, colleges and universities turn to the AP 
Program as a model of educational excellence.
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“Advanced Placement Program courses give 
you a head start on college while you are still 
in high school. Taking the end-of-course AP 
exam sends a powerful message to colleges 
and universities that you’re ready for them, 
and can enable you to gain admission, college 
credit, and placement into advanced courses.”
- College Board

Who Designs the AP Courses and Exams?

The AP Program offers a portfolio of courses and 
examinations that are developed by committees of 
college professors and experienced AP teachers. The 
AP committees are composed of leaders in their fields 
who bring cutting-edge content knowledge and expert 
teaching practices to the development of AP courses, 
which are reviewed and revised annually.

AP committee members currently teach at dozens of 
top US colleges, universities, and secondary schools, 
including:

•	 Dartmouth College
•	 Hamilton College		
•	 Princeton University
•	 Spelman College
•	 University of Virginia
•	 University of Washington
•	 Yale University
•	 The Spence School
•	 Phillips Exeter Academy
•	 St. Louis University High School
•	 Thomas Jefferson High School

What College Professors Say About Taking 
AP Courses?

“Students who have prepared for and taken 
the AP exams more easily adapt to taking 
college essay exams, and are especially skilled 
in including a thesis and a well-developed 
argument. 

“They are also less intimidated by 
sophisticated, college-level multiple-choice 
questions that seek to test understanding over 
memorization.”

- Robert Blackey, History Professor California   	
  State University
  San Bernardino

“Completing AP courses is one way applicants 
demonstrate a willingness to accept academic 
challenges. Strong grades and high test scores 
certainly demonstrate preparation for college.”

- Lori Goldman
  Director of Admissions & New Student   	     	
  Enrollment
  University of Arizona
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Comparing Advanced Placement and 
International Baccalaureate

Both the AP and IB programs provide excellent 
enrichment opportunities for the dedicated student. 
Both programs are accepted by many universities.

Schools offering the IB program require students to 
take a minimum number of IB courses. It is a more 
rigid program of studies, and therefore limits a student’s 
course selection choices, whereas students in the AP  
Program may take as many or as few AP courses 
as they like. In short, the AP Program strives to 
offer the flexibility to meet individual strengths and 
circumstances, and to allow students to focus on and 
take a more rigorous selection of courses in their area 
of interest while still maintaining a well-balanced  
programme of studies. Finally, working to one’s 
strength(s) and interest(s) results in a higher overall  
achievement.

Both programmes are externally validated through 
comprehensive, internationally recognized exams.

The Value of AP

Students who take AP courses derive many benefits. Webber Academy’s goal is to prepare students for university 
and beyond. It is important to equip students with the skills necessary for acquiring entrance to their university of 
choice, and additionally, for being well-prepared to cope with studies at university.

The primary advantage of AP study for students is to experience college-level material. The intensity of college 
exams catches far too many first-year university students by surprise. Taking the AP exams will put learners a step 
ahead, and give a clear understanding of what is needed to succeed on a college exam.

The IB program is far less common than 
AP. More than 2.8 million students took AP 
exams in 2019, but only about 166,000 took 
IB. Furthermore, AP reported in 2014 that 
over 30% of US public high students took at 
least one AP exam.
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University Visits

Universities have a keen interest in meeting with our 
students. Postsecondary recruiters deliver presentations 
on our campus throughout the year. Students have the 
opportunity to receive the latest admission information 
and ask specific questions during a question and 
answer period. By attending these sessions, students 
learn about the opportunities available to them at 
university. This knowledge is essential in making the 
right choice of university and faculty.

Career Counselling

All senior high school students may attend several 
career counselling sessions each year and receive 
relevant information through our CALM 20 (Career 
and Life Management) course. These sessions explore 
self-awareness, enhance understanding of university 
and graduation requirements, explore available 
scholarships, enhance understanding of SAT, and 
more. We also actively encourage grade twelve 
students to book individual appointments with our 
career counsellors to strategically explore options, 
assist with personal statements discuss admission 
procedures, receive assistance in navigating university 
websites and answer the many questions that arise. The 
same services are accessible to grade ten and eleven 
students as they prepare for their final high school 
years and university admission.

There is more to discovering students’ strengths  
than simply identifying their strongest school  
subject. Students are engaged in activities and  

assessments throughout high school in order to  
formulate a strategic developmental plan that will  
successfully meet their graduation and university 
admission requirements. 

Together with our career counsellors, students can then 
map their areas of interest and postsecondary desires 
in an effort to identify their universities of choice based 
on a sound assessment of interests, aptitudes and 
financial means.
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What is Career 
Counselling?

As students complete their final years 
at Webber Academy, career and post 
secondary decisions become increasingly 
more relevant. A senior high student is 
faced with the challenge of understanding 
and meeting requirements for graduation, 
university admission and scholarship 
applications — all while maintaining a 
strong standing in their courses. Webber 
Academy’s Career Counsellors support 
students through these challenges, and act 
as a primary source for reference letters 
for university entrance and scholarship 
requirements.

With Canada’s colleges and universities offering tens 
of thousands of unique program choices, selecting a 
suitable program and school can be overwhelming. 
Students are encouraged to reframe the question, 
“How do I find the top university?” to “How do I find 
the right university for me?” Our career counsellors 
equip students with the skills and resources to more 
comprehensively research and analyze their schools 
of interest. It is important to explore the details and 
flexibility of each program choice and to align the 
individual student’s character and competencies to the 
university culture/philosophy.

Webber Academy maintains a library of postsecondary 
resources. This library is available to students and 
includes current:

•	 Admission requirements
•	 University profiles
•	 University directories
•	 Scholarship directories
•	 Scholarship and university applications
•	 SAT registration packages
•	 SAT preparatory resources
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•  Boston University
•  Cambridge University
•  Dalhousie University
•  Emily Carr University of Art   	
    and Design
•  Grant MacEwan University
•  Johns Hopkins University
•  Oxford-Brookes University
•  McGill University
•  Memorial University
•  Mount Allison University
•  Mount Royal University
•  New York University
•  Northwestern University

•  Queen’s University
•  Quest University
•  Reed College
•  Rice University
•  St. Francis Xavier University
•  St. George’s Medical School,    	
    University of London
•  University of Alberta
•  University of the Arts, London
•  University of British Columbia
•  University of Calgary
•  University of Chicago
•  University of Lethbridge
•  University of Pennsylvania

•  University of Southern  
    California
•  University of Toronto
•  University of Victoria
•  University of Waterloo
•  Vanderbilt University
•  Western University

Did you know?
The following universities have visited Webber Academy:

Preliminary SATs (PSAT)

The PSAT is a standardized test that provides  
first-hand practice for the SAT Reasoning Test.  
It also gives students a chance to enter National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) scholarship 
programmes. 

The PSAT measures:
•	 Critical reading skills
•	 Math problem-solving skills
•	 Writing skills

 
All Grade 10 and 11 students write the PSAT exam. 

Webber Academy is proud to be a writing centre for 
the PSAT.
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What is a credit?

Alberta Education defines one credit as the equivalent 
of learner outcomes that most students can achieve in 
25 hours of instruction.

How many credits can a student earn for one 
class?

That will depend on the course. At Webber Academy, 
most full-year classes are worth 5 credits. CALM is a 
half-year course, and students earn 3 credits for this 
course. Career and technology courses operate on the 
basis of 1-credit modules.

Will my child have enough credits to graduate?

Alberta Education requires a minimum of 100 credits 
to graduate. Most students who have completed all 
three grades of high school at Webber Academy have 
well in excess of this minimum requirement. Transfer 
students will meet with the Head of Senior School 
and the career counsellors to ensure they meet the 
graduation requirements. 

It is important to stress the fact that the minimum 
graduation requirements are not usually sufficient for 
university admission.

How does a student know which courses to take?

Certain courses are required by Alberta Education. 
Others have pre-requisites. As students identify their 
postsecondary goals, they are encouraged to consult 
the admissions requirements of their postsecondary 
institution of choice to determine specific and 
additional requirements. Our career counsellors and 
Head of Senior School are available to answer any 
questions and help with course selection.

What is AP (Advanced Placement)?

The Advanced Placement Program provides senior high 
school students exposure to college-level courses and 
examinations. Webber Academy alumni consistently 
confirm that AP was a significant factor to a smoother 
transition to their postsecondary studies.
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What is the Career and Life Management (CALM) 
course?

All Alberta students are required to take CALM in  
order to graduate. Its aim is to enable students to make 
well-informed, considered decisions and choices in all  
aspects of their lives and to develop behaviours and  
attitudes that contribute to the well-being and respect 
of self and others, now and in the future. The aim of 
CALM is articulated through three general outcomes:

1. Personal Choices 
Students will apply an understanding of the emotional/
psychological, intellectual, social, and physical 
dimensions of health – and the dynamic interplay of 
these factors – in managing personal well-being.

2. Resource Choices
Students will make responsible decisions in the use 
of finances and other resources that reflect personal 
values and goals and demonstrate commitment to self 
and others.

3. Career and Life Choices
Students will develop and apply processes for 
managing personal, lifelong career development.

What second languages are offered at the senior 
high level?

Webber Academy offers second languages (French, 
Mandarin and Spanish) at different levels in each grade. 
Research shows that knowledge of another language 
is beneficial to a student’s academic performance. It is 
also our belief that second languages will be essential 
in the global environment.

Do second language classes have different levels?

Yes, in each grade, Webber Academy offers  
instruction at different levels determined by the  
particular group of students. For example, a student 

in grade 10 could take Spanish 10 (beginner level), 
Spanish 20 (intermediate, grade 11 level), Spanish 20S 
(more advanced), or Spanish 20N (most advanced). 

Is there a second language requirement for 
university entrance?

It is not generally required; however, there are many  
faculties that do have a language requirement, and 
many will consider a second language mark for 
admission or scholarship purposes. Based on Webber 
Academy’s philosophy, there is a second language 
requirement in Grade 10.
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What are diploma exams?

In order to obtain credits for certain 30-level 
courses, a student must write a diploma 
examination authored by Alberta Education. The 
following diploma courses are offered at Webber 
Academy:

•	 English Language Arts 30-1	   
•	 Mathematics 30-1
•	 Social Studies 30-1
•	 Biology 30
•	 Chemistry 30
•	 Physics 30

The examinations are written at the school on days  
scheduled by Alberta Education.

How is the final mark for diploma courses 
determined?

The school-awarded grade is worth 70% of the 
student’s final grade and the diploma exam is worth 
30%.

How many option courses can a student take?

That depends on the grade as well as that student’s 
long-term goals. After students choose their core 
subjects, we strive to accommodate their choice of 
options.

What extracurricular activities do we offer at the 
high school level?

We are proud to offer a wide variety of activities. 
Specific offerings depend on students’ interests 
and participation. Activities include athletics teams 
(volleyball, basketball, cross-country running, golf,  
soccer, badminton, track and field, rugby), speech, 
debate, drama, Reach for the Top, Voices (our student 
literary magazine), jazz band, Law Day competitions, 
Model UN, student council, the Legacy Project, Math 
Club, Science Olympics and more.
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Does Webber Academy organize immersion trips  
for the language students, as well as national or  
international trips for extra-curricular teams  
and clubs?

Yes. Every second year we have immersion programs in 
place for Spanish, French and Mandarin. For instance,  
students have travelled to Costa Rica, China and 
France in past years. Then every other year, teams 
or clubs have the opportunity to travel nationally or 
internationally. For instance, our band has travelled 
to New Orleans, New York and Europe; our Model 
United Nations club has attended conferences in South 
Korea and Singapore; and our basketball teams have 
competed in California.

What is the average class size?

It depends on the subject and grouping. The maximum 
is 25 students, but most classes are considerably 
smaller. This year, we have an average class size  
of 13.

How is Webber Academy different from other 
schools?

We have a 100% graduation rate and over 99% 
acceptance rate to universities, with most graduates 
being accepted by their university of choice. 

We are proud to offer a very strong academic program, 
both in AP and non-AP streams, with excellent results. 
(For specific results, please refer to the School Profile). 
Our classes are small, and individual attention is 
given to students. As previously mentioned, Webber 
Academy also offers a wide variety of options; 
including second and third languages, drama, music. 
As well, we have many extracurricular activities such 
as athletics, speech, debate, theatre, and film club.

We also have a career counselling programme in 
which students have the opportunity to participate in 
group and individual guidance sessions.
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Alberta High School Graduation Requirements 

Below are the minimum requirements for a student 
to attain an Alberta High School diploma. The 
requirements for entry into postsecondary institutions 
will likely require additional and/or specific courses.

A student must earn a minimum of 100 credits, 
including the following:

•	 30-Level English Language Arts
•	 30-Level Social Studies (Geography/History)
•	 20-Level Mathematics
•	 20-Level Science
•	 Physical Education 10
•	 Career and Life Management 20 (CALM 20)

10 credits, in any combination from:
•	 Fine Arts 
•	 Physical Education 20 and/or 30
•	 Second Languages 
•	 Career and Technology Studies (C.T.S.)
•	 10 credits in any 30-level courses (in addition 	

	 to English Language Arts and Social Studies)

Webber Academy High School Graduation 
Requirements

In order to receive a graduation certificate from 
Webber Academy, students must fulfill the following 
additional requirements:

•	 Webber Academy’s passing mark is 60% for all 	
	  courses.
•	 Mathematics 30-1 is successfully completed 
•	 A 5-credit second language class in Grade 10 	

      was successfully completed unless special 		
	 permission is granted to students joining the 		
	 school in later years.  	
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GENERAL SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION

FOUNDER, PRESIDENT AND HEAD OF SCHOOL
Dr. Neil Webber
403-277-4700 (ext. 222)

VICE PRESIDENT ADMINISTRATION
Barbara Webber
403-277-4700 (ext. 223)

HEAD OF ADVANCEMENT & COMMUNICATIONS
Lorne Webber
403-277-4700 (ext. 302)

HEAD OF ELEMENTARY
Paul Sutherland
403-277-4700 (ext. 224)

HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL
Christina Clouston
403-277-4700 (ext. 301)

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
Kelsey Stevens
403-277-4700 (ext. 225)

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
Rhonda Burke
403-277-4700 (ext. 289)

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT & OFFICE MANAGER
Corri Esposito 
403-277-4700 (ext. 334)

DIRECTOR OF LIBRARY SERVICES
Mrs. Dianne Lever
403-277-4700 (ext. 246)

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
Ms. Julia Webber
403-277-4700 (ext. 337)

DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS	
Mr. Joël Chalifoux
403-277-4700 (ext. 229)

ACADEMIC & CAREER COUNSELLORS
Ms. Leanne Shirtliffe
403-277-4700 (ext. 308)

Ms. Jennifer Parker
403-277-4700 (ext. 253)

Ms. Jatherine Dolan
403-277-4700 (ext. 338)

Ms. Ingrid Harrison
403-277-4700 (ext. 324)

GENERAL INQUIRIES
Front Office
403-277-4700

FACSIMILE
403-277-2770

WEBSITE
www.webberacademy.ca

MAILING ADDRESS
1515-93 Street SW
Calgary, AB
T3H 4A8

STAFF EMAIL 

Type the first initial of the first name, plus full last 
name@webberacademy.ca

Example: jdoe@webberacademy.ca
Check Webber Academy’s website for full listings.
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